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Editorial

Dieser Rundbrief beginnt mit dem Programm
der 51. ITH-Konferenz ,Arbeit und Nicht-Ar-
beit", die von 17.-19. September 2015 in Ber-
lin stattfindet.

Es folgen die wichtigsten Ergebnisse der
ITH-Vorstandssitzung vom 13. Mai 2015 und
die Vorstellung eines von Susan Zimmermann
initiierten Projektes zur Digitalisierung aller
bisher erschienen Publikationen der ITH.

Des Weiteren stellt dieser Rundbrief den Band
zur 49. ITH-Konferenz (,Towards a Global His-
tory of Domestic Workers and Caregivers") vor.
ITH-Mitgliedsinstitute und Mitglieder des ITH-
Vorstandes erhalten auf Anfrage wie gewohnt ein
kostenloses Exemplar.

Dariber hinaus kiindigen wir die 1. Konferenz
des European Labour History Network
(ELHN) von 14.-16. Dezember 2015 in Turin,
Italien, an und berichten liber das Griindungs-
treffen des Global Labour History Network
(GLHN) vom 16. Juni 2015 in Barcelona, Spa-
nien.

Wir trauern um Feliks Tych, Mitglied des ITH-
Ehrenkomitees, der Gber Jahrzehnte aktiv an den
ITH-Konferenzen teilnahm und die ITH entschei-
dend mitpragte, und veréffentlichen einen von
Winfried R. Garscha verfassten Nachruf.

Wie gewohnt beschlieBen wir diesen Rundbrief
mit Anklindigungen von Neuerscheinungen und
Ausschreibungen.

Susan Zimmermann, Prasidentin
Lukas Neissl, Geschaftsfiihrer

Editorial

This newsletter begins with the programme of
the 515t ITH Conference “Work and Non-Work"
taking place from 17-19 September 2015 in
Berlin.

Subsequently, the most important decisions
of the ITH Board meeting of 13 May 2015 and
a digitisation project of all ITH publications
initiated by Susan Zimmermann are presented.

Furthermore, this newsletter introduces the
volume on the 49* ITH Conference (,70-
wards a Global History of Domestic Workers and
Caregivers”). ITH member institutes and mem-
bers of the ITH Board receive a free copy upon
request as usual.

In addition, we announce the 15t Conference
of the European Labour History Network
(ELHN) from 14-16 December 2015 in Turin, It-
aly, and report on the foundation meeting of
the Global Labour History Network (GLHN)
on 16 June 2015 in Barcelona, Spain.

We mourn for Feliks Tych, member of the ITH
Honorary Committee, who actively participated
in the ITH Conferences and decisively influenced
the ITH over decades, and publish an obituary by
Winfried R. Garscha.

As usual, we conclude this newsletter with an-
nouncements of recent publications and calls for
paper.

Susan Zimmermann, President
Lukas Neissl, General Secretary
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PROG RAM M E (30.6.2015) SUBJECT TO MINOR CHANGES
“Work and Non-Work"”

17-19 September 2015
Berlin Social Science Center (WZB), Reichpietschufer 50, D-10785 Berlin, Germany

Conference Language: English

The ITH Conference 2015 is hosted and co-organized by the ITH member institute "IGK Work and Hu-
man Life Cycle in Global History (re:work)”

Preparatory Group

Andreas Eckert (re:work, Berlin), Josef Ehmer (University of Vienna), Nicole Mayer-Ahuja (Georg-August-Uni-
versitat Gottingen), Lukas Neissl (ITH, Vienna), Brigitte Pellar (Vienna), Sigrid Wadauer (University of Vienna),
Susan Zimmermann (ITH, Vienna)

Objectives

The critical reflection of the concept of work and the interrogation of its long-standing limitation to wage labour and
gainful employment are among the central achievements of a global perspective on the history and the present of
labour. Within this context the question arises regarding the permanently (re-)drawn and contested demarcations
and “grey zones” between work and non-work, legitimate and unacknowledged, paid and unpaid work as part of the
global development of the modern economy; this would include the migrant worker and the “vagabond”, the “house-
wife” and the cook, child labour, the video game at the workplace, the “petty criminal”, the unemployed unemploy-
ment activist etc. The differentiation between work and non-work, and the interrelation of the two spheres delimited
from and merging into each other, have played an important role in economic development, the social valuation of
different activities, and the life and the agency of non/working people themselves.

The 515t ITH Conference investigates the topic of “work and non-work” in an interdisciplinary perspective, in partic-
ular, from the point of view of the political construction of work and non-work. This approach is based on a broad
notion of politics. The conference aims to con-tribute to denaturalising and re-politicising the concept and the prac-
tice of work and non-work and to highlight both work and non-work as a social relationship. The definition of certain
activities as work or non-work and the relation between these poles have always been closely related to economic
and socio-political policies, business strategies and social conflicts and struggles. Specifically, four (to some degree
overlapping) focuses are central to the conference theme:

1.) Production of work and non-work: This theme explores how the - often ambiguous or even contradictory -
boundaries between work and non-work have been invented, relocated, abolished and reconfigured and about how
different actors, institutions and instruments have been involved in these processes.

2.) Everyday life between work and non-work: This is about investigating the agency of working people in concrete
non/work situations (“self-will” [Eigensinn], slowdown of production, non-work at work and work in the free time
etc.).

3.) Movements against (wage) labour: Hereunder, the refusal to work, struggles against work or specific forms of
work, utopian anti-work concepts etc. could be subsumed.

4.) Politics of knowledge production: Contributions to this theme explore how different traditions - e.g. feminist or
development research - have questioned prevailing definitions of work and non-work. How and why have such
concepts influenced global labour history, what changes occur in the course of the transfer etc.?



Thursday, 17 September 2015

14.00 - 18.00
14.30 - 16.30
17.00 - 17.30
17.30 - 18.00
18.00 - 19.30

Registration of participants at the venue
Meeting of the ITH Board

Welcome Reception

Conference Opening

Keynote Lecture (to be announced)

Friday, 18 September 2015

8.30 - 9.00

9.00 - 11.00

11.00 - 11.30

11.30 - 13.30

13.30 - 15.00

Registration of participants at the venue

Panel I: The making of real work?
Chair and comment: Tibor Valuch (University of Debrecen)

» Alissa Klots: How Non-Work Becomes Work: Paid Domestic Labor and the Construction of the
Soviet Working Class, 1917-1941 (Rutgers University, New Brunswick / Perm State
University)

» Jirgen Kocka: The construction of "work” and “worker” in the emerging Social Democratic
labour movement in Germany 1840s-1870s (re:work, Humboldt Universitat zu Berlin)

= Inés Pérez: A “"special” legal regime for domestic service: tensions between work and non-
work in the regulation of domestic service in Argentina, 1926-1956 (National University of Mar
del Plata / National Council for Scientific and Technological Research, CONICET)

» Sabine Rutar: Constructing the Working People: Shipbuilders' and Dockers' Milieus on Both
Sides of the Italo-Yugoslav Border During the Cold War (Institute for East and Southeast
European Studies, Regensburg)

Coffee break

Panel II: Categorising and governing work and non-work
Chair and comment: Andreas Eckert (re:work, Humboldt Universitat zu Berlin)

» Léa Renard and Theresa Wobbe: Working with family: the statistical recording of family-work-
ers between 1882 until now (University of Potsdam; University of Grenoble / University of
Potsdam)

= Jirgen Schmidt: Work and Non-Work in the “Paradise of the South Seas”: Samoa, c. 1860-
1920 (Work and Human Lifecycle in Global History (re:work, Humboldt Universitat zu Berlin)

= Adéla Souralova: Caregiving Work as Non-Work and Hobby? Case Study of Czech Nannies in
Vietnamese Immigrant Families (Masaryk University, Brno)

» Irina Vana: The Mass of Unemployed, Austria 1918-1938 (University of Vienna)

= Elise van Nederveen Meerkerk: Forgotten labour. Indigenous textile production in Java under
colonial rule, ca. 1830-1940 (Wageningen University)

Lunch break



15.00 - 17.00 Panel III: Transgressive practices at work
Chair and comment: Sigrid Wadauer (University of Vienna)

* Tiana Baki¢ Hayden: Work in a Time of Impunity: Labour and Illegality in Mexico City (New
York University) (to be confirmed)

» Therese Garstenauer: Under suspicion of underperforming? Austrian civil servants in the first
half of the 20t century (University of Vienna)

= Stefano Petrungaro: Sex Work in Yugoslavia, 1918-1941 (Institute for East and Southeast
European Studies, Regensburg)

» Pete Pesonen: Non-Commercial Work: Working in the grey area (Finnish Labour Archives)

= Ivan Rajkovi¢: "Real commitment” and mock-work: ambiguous distinctions of work and non-
work in a slowdown of production (University College London)

= Andrew Urban: Rebellious Market Behavior and the American Home: Domestic Laborers, Job
Selectivity, and the Search for "Easy” Situations, 1850-1920 (Rutgers University, New Bruns-
wick)

19.30 - 21.30 Public event in cooperation with the Friedrich Ebert Foundation and the Rosa Luxem-
burg Foundation (in German):

Ist das Arbeit?
Politisches Engagement in Geschichte und Gegenwart

Podiumsdiskussion mit:
= Ute Finckh-Kramer, MdB (SPD)
= Robert Foltin, Autor und Politaktivist
= Till Kossler, Professor am Institut fir Erziehungswissenschaften, Ruhr-Universitat Bochum
= Dieter Plehwe, Vorstandsmitglied von LobbyControl - Initiative fiir Transparenz und De-
mokratie e.V.
= N.N.

Saturday, 19 September 2015

8.30 - 9.00 Registration of participants at the venue

9.00 - 11.00 Panel IV: Inventing and remoulding work
Chair and comment: Josef Ehmer (University of Vienna)

» Eleonora Canepari: Working as factotum. Non-domestic services and the urban economy,
XVITth-XVIIIt century Rome (Aix-Marseille University)

» Milena Kremakova: Do mathematicians work? Science, marketisation and the changing
meanings of scientific labour in contemporary British and German academia (University of
Warwick)

» Katrin Moeller: By Performance to Honour. Interpretation of a Performance Society on the
turn of the 18t/19t century (Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg)

» Alexandra Oberlénder: "In the Summertime”: Working in the Soviet Far East (Research
Center for East European Studies, Bremen)

= Amy Watson: Young Czechs talking about (un)employment: can theories of neoliberalism
understand contemporary meanings of work in “"post-socialist” settings? (University of
Glasgow)

» Christopher Webb: Youth Unemployment and The Politics of Everyday Life in Post-Apartheid
South Africa (University of Toronto) (to be confirmed)

11.00 - 11.30 Coffee Break



11.30 - 13.30
13.30 - 14.30
14.30 - 16.00
16.30 - 18.30

Panel V: Conceptualising Work and Non-Work among Roma/Gypsies

Communities )
Chair and comment: Gerhard Baumgartner (Documentation Centre of Austrian Resistance/DOW,
Vienna)

Martin Fotta: Ciganos do not work, Ciganos strike deals: work as a threat to Gypsyness
(University of Kent)

Jan Grill: Ambiguities of work: (Re-)Learning to labour, precariousness and making of (in-)
active citizens in the case of Slovak Roma (University of Manchester)

Martin Olivera: When work is not labour: some notes about romani butji (Gypsy work) among
Gabori Roma (Romania) and its transformations (Université Paris 8/LAVUE-Cnrs)

Elisabeth Tauber: I have to do - understanding “work” from a Sinti-centric perspective (Free
University of Bozen-Bolzano)

Catalina TeSar: Begging as Work among Romanian Cortorari Gypsies (National Museum of the
Romanian Peasant)

Aspasia Theodosiou: Living with and against work: affective labour in Gypsy musical
performances (Technological Educational Institute of Epirus)

Lunch break

Concluding debate
Chair: N.N.

Guided tour at the Museum Otto Weidt’'s Workshop for the Blind
(Museum Blindenwerkstatt Otto Weidt)



Beschliisse des ITH-Vorstandes

Am 13. Mai 2015 tagte der ITH-Vorstand (Kuratorium und internationaler wissenschaftli-

cher Beirat) in Wien.

Zu Beginn der Sitzung wurde von Dirk Hoer-
der und Silke Neunsinger der erste ITH-
Band im neuen Publikationsformat bei
Brill - ,Towards a Global History of Domestic
and Caregiving Workers"™ — vorgestellt. (Ndhere
Informationen zu dieser Neuerscheinung auf
Seite 11 dieses Rundbriefs). Zusatzlich ist die
Herausgabe ausgewahlter Beitrdge der
ITH-Konferenzen von 2013 und 2014 in ei-
nem eigenen Band in deutscher Sprache
geplant.

Nach einer Skizzierung des Standes der Vor-
bereitungsarbeiten zur 51. ITH-Konferenz ,Ar-
beit und Nicht-Arbeit", die von 17.-19. Septem-
ber 2015 vom ITH-Mitgliedsinstitut , IGK Arbeit
und Lebenslauf in globalgeschichtlicher Per-
spektive (re:work)" in Berlin ausgerichtet wird,
wurde Uber die 52. ITH-Konferenz beraten.
Katrin Auer, Geschaftsfihrerin des Museum
Arbeitswelt in Steyr/Oberodsterreich, un-
terbreitete die Einladung, das Museum kosten-
los als Veranstaltungsort fir die 52. ITH-Konfe-
renz zur Verfigung zu stellen. Der ITH-Vor-
stand entschied einstimmig, diese Einladung
anzunehmen. Die 52. ITH-Konferenz wird somit
von 15.-18. September 2016 im Museum Ar-
beitswelt in Steyr stattfinden. Beschlossen
wurde auch das Thema: ,Glitterketten und
Arbeitsverhdltnisse". Der Vorbereitungs-
gruppe fur diese Konferenz gehdren bislang
Andrea Komlosy (Universitat Wien), Erich
Landsteiner (Universitat Wien), Lukas Neissl

Decisions of the ITH Board

(ITH) und Susan Zimmermann (ITH) an; wei-
tere Mitglieder sollen hinzustoBen. Wir bedan-
ken uns herzlich fir die Einladung nach Steyr
und blicken in freudiger Erwartung auf die ITH-
Konferenz 2016!

Fir die ITH-Konferenz 2017 prasentierte
Geert van Gothem, Direktor des Institutes flr
Sozialgeschichte (Amsab-ISG) und Generalsek-
retar der International Association of Labour
History Institutions (IALHI), den Vorschlag im
Jahr 2017 eine gemeinsame Konferenz der
ITH und IALHI in Gent abzuhalten. Nahere
Details zu diesem mdoglichen Kooperationspro-
jekt werden in den kommenden Monaten be-
sprochen.

Darliber hinaus prasentierte Susan Zimmer-
mann ein Projekt zur Digitalisierung aller
bisherigen ITH-Publikationen. (Fir eine na-
here Beschreibung des Projektes siehe Seite 9
dieses Rundbriefs). Betreffend dieses Projekt
gilt unser Dank auch Bernd Hiittner, Referent
fir Zeitgeschichte und Geschichtspolitik der
Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung, und Klaus-Dieter
Mulley, Lleiter des Institutes flir Gewerk-
schafts- und AK-Geschichte der AK Wien, die
sich bereit erklarten die technische Realisierung
finanziell zu unterstitzen. Nunmehr arbeiten
wir an der Klarung der rechtlichen und tech-
nisch-organisatorischen Umsetzung des Digita-
lisierungsvorhabens.

The ITH Board (Board of Trustees and International Scientific Committee) met in Vienna on

13 May 2015.

At the beginning of the meeting Dirk Hoerder
and Silke Neunsinger presented the first ITH
volume ~fowards a Global History of
Domestic and Caregiving Workers" — published
in the new format at Brill. (For further
information on the new release, see page 11 of
this newsletter). Additionally, the publication of
selected contributions of the ITH
Conferences 2013 and 2014 in a separate
volume in German is planned.

After a presentation of the preparatory work
on the 51t ITH Conference “Work and Non-
Work"” that will be hosted by the ITH member
institute “IGK Work and Human Life Cycle in
Global History (re:work)” in Berlin from 17-19
September 2015, the 52" ITH Conference
was discussed. Katrin Auer, general manager
of the Museum Arbeitswelt in Steyr/Upper
Austria, offered to provide the museum as
venue for the 52" ITH Conference free of



charge. The ITH Board voted unanimously to
accept this kind invitation. Thus, the 52" ITH
Conference will take place at the Museum
Arbeitswelt in Steyr from 15-18 September
2016. Also the conference topic was decided:
“"Commodity Chains and Labour Relations”.
So far, the preparatory group of this conference
is composed of Andrea Komlosy (University of
Vienna), Erich Landsteiner (University of
Vienna), Lukas Neissl (ITH) and Susan
Zimmermann (ITH); further members are
supposed to join up. We cordially thank the
Museum Arbeitswelt for the invitation to Steyr
and are looking forward with great anticipation
to the ITH Conference 2016!

Regarding the ITH Conference 2017, Geert
van Gothem, director of the Amsab-Institute
of Social History and secretary general of the
International Association of Labour History
Institutions (IALHI), presented the proposal to

organise a joint conference of the ITH and
IALHI in Ghent in 2017. Details on this
possible cooperation project will be discussed in
the upcoming months.

Furthermore, Susan Zimmermann
presented a digitisation project of all ITH
publications. (For a more detailed description
of the project, see 9 of this newsletter).
Regarding this project, we would like to thank
Bernd Hiittner, head of the division
contemporary history and politics of history of
the Rosa Luxemburg Foundation, and Klaus-
Dieter Mulley, head of institute for the history
of trade unions and chambers of labour of the
Vienna Chamber of Labour, who agreed to
financially support the technical realisation. We
are now working on clarifying all legal and
technical-organisational questions involved in
realising this digitisation project.



50 Jahre ITH-Publikationen Online - Vorstellung des
Projekts

Seit der Griindung der ITH im Jahr 1964 wurde die jahrliche ITH-Tagung regelmasig durch
einen Tagungsband (in Ausnahmefillen auch durch einen Doppelband) dokumentiert; hin-
zukommen einige wenige sonstige ITH-Publikationen.

Das Interesse daran, diese Publikationen nun online zuganglich zu machen, speist sich aus vier
Motiven:

1. Die ITH sah sich, ahnlich wie andere Institutionen, die sich mit der Geschichte von Arbeit und
Arbeiterbewegungen beschéftigen, insbesondere in den beiden Jahrzehnten vor und nach der Jahr-
tausendwende wissenschaftspolitischen Tendenzen gegentlber, die darauf hinausliefen, diese For-
schungsfelder zu entwerten. Die Lektlre der alteren und der jingeren Tagungsbande macht demge-
genlber deutlich, dass in dieser Publikationsserie weit gefacherte Forschungsergebnisse zu zahlrei-
chen Themen, unterschiedlichen Weltregionen und internationalen Entwicklungen, sowie zu zentralen
Debatten der Geschichte der Arbeit und der Arbeiterbewegungen in internationalen Sprachen (lUber-
wiegend deutsch) versammelt sind. Fir die heute wiedererstehende Geschichte von Arbeit und Arbei-
terbewegungen stellen diese Arbeiten einen wertvollen Schatz an Wissen und Denken bereit. Die neue
Global Labour History kann dieses historische und interdisziplinare Wissen unmittelbar nutzen, und -
in welch’ kritischer Wendung auch immer - konzeptuell an diesen Beitrdgen anknipfen. Die ITH-
Tagungsbande aus funf Jahrzehnten online zu stellen, tragt damit dazu bei, zu vermeiden, dass das
(Forschungs-)Rad mangels Wissen (ber die VorgdangerInnen immer wieder neu erfunden wird. Die
Online-Publikation wirkt der Entwertung und dem Vergessen der in den Banden versammelten For-
schungsergebnisse entgegen und stellt einen Beitrag zur Weiterentwicklung der Forschung dar, indem
frihere Ergebnisse kompakt zuganglich gemacht werden.

2. Die Publikationsserie der ITH-Tagungsbande stellt ein Dokument zur Geschichte der Historiogra-
phie zu Arbeiterbewegung, Arbeit und sozialen Bewegungen dar. Die ITH darf als eine der dltesten
internationalen Organisationen gelten, die den Anspruch verfolgt(e), Geschichte von Arbeit und sozi-
alen Bewegungen iiber die wissenschaftlichen und politischen Grenzziehungen der Ara des Kalten
Kriegs und der post-Cold-War Epoche hinweg, und auBerdem international bzw. dann global zu be-
greifen und zu schreiben. Die Tagungsbdnde dokumentieren die Geschichte dieser wissenschaftlichen
und wissenschaftspolitischen Bemihungen in einzigartiger Weise. Wenn diese Bande online gestellt
werden, wird eine dichte Chronologie von Originalbeitrdagen aus einem halben Jahrhundert Wissen-
schaftsgeschichte zugénglich gemacht; Interessierte kdnnen sich einen systematischen Uberblick iber
Entwicklungen, Trends und Trendwenden in den Forschungen zur Geschichte von Arbeit, Arbeiterbe-
wegungen und anderen sozialen Bewegungen verschaffen: Wann wurde in der Forschung iber welche
Themen wie gesprochen? Die ITH-Bande kdnnen Interessierten — Studierenden, Aktivistinnen, For-
scherInnen - die sich bezliglich dieser und dhnlicher Fragen orientieren oder diese gar erforschen
mdchten, gute Diente leisten.

3. Die ITH-Publikationen sind Uber Bibliotheken und selbst Gber das moderne Antiquariat besonders
schwer greifbar, da sie lange Zeit in Eigenregie erschienen bzw. die Publikationsstrategie in erster
Linie auf die Zusammenarbeit mit den Mitgliedsinstitutionen der ITH ausgerichtet war. Einen geregel-
ten, am Buchmarkt orientierten und auf das internationale Netz der Bibliotheken ausgerichteten Ver-
trieb gab es, mit anderen Worten, kaum. Die Bande kamen nur auf auBerst ungleiche und sporadische
Weise in den Buchhandel und wurden von Bibliotheken nicht systematisch angekauft. Die Online-
Publikation flllt damit eine bedeutende Zugangslicke.

4. Historisch wie aktuell spielt(e) die ITH als Institution flir die Entwicklung der Geschichtsschreibung
zu Arbeit, Arbeiterbewegungen und anderen sozialen Bewegungen, sowie flr die Entwicklung, Insti-
tutionalisierung und institutionelle Unterstiitzung der dazugehdrigen Netzwerke von ForscherInnen
und auch AktivistInnen eine nicht unbedeutende Rolle. Die jahrlichen Konferenzen der ITH und ihre
Dokumentation durch die Tagungsbdnde stellten dabei stets die zentrale Aktivitat der ITH dar. Die
Online-Publikation der ITH-Verdéffentlichungen ist somit als ein wichtiges Element der Dokumentation
der Geschichte und Gegenwart der ITH als Institution, die fir die Thematik Arbeit und Arbeiterbewe-
gungen von Bedeutung war und ist, zu begreifen.

Susan Zimmermann, ITH-Présidentin



50 Years ITH Publications Online — The Project

Since the foundation of the ITH in 1964, the annual ITH conference was regularly docu-
mented in form of conference proceedings (in exceptional cases as a double volume); fur-
thermore, some few other ITH publications have been published.

There are four different, but interlinked motives why we would like to make these publications avail-
able online:

1. Similar to other institutions concerned with the history of labour and labour movements, the ITH
was confronted with tendencies in knowledge production and related policies — especially during both
decades before and after the turn of the millennium - that implied devaluating these research areas.
However, reading the older and newer conference proceedings makes abundantly clear that this pub-
lication series compiles wide-ranging research on several topics, different world regions and interna-
tional developments as well as key debates on the history of labour and labour movements in inter-
national languages (mainly in German). The ITH volumes thus provide a valuable treasure of
knowledge and thought for today’s re-emerging labour history. The new Global Labour History can
make use of this historical and interdisciplinary knowledge and can conceptually — in what critical turn
soever - build on these contributions. The online publishing of the ITH conference proceedings from
five decades helps avoiding that the (research) wheel is being re-invented over and over again due to
a lack of knowledge on predecessors. The online publishing project counteracts the devaluation and
oblivion of the research collected in the volumes and contributes to the advancement of research by
making earlier research results easily accessible.

2. The publication series of the ITH conference proceedings constitutes a document for the history
of historiography of labour and labour and social movements. The ITH is amongst the oldest interna-
tional organisations that have aspired to conceive and write the history of labour and social move-
ments across and beyond the scientific and political demarcations of the Cold War and post-Cold War
era and, moreover, from an international and then global perspective. The conference proceedings
record the history of these scientific efforts and policies of knowledge production in a unique way. If
those volumes are published online, a dense chronology of original contributions to the history of
historical sciences from half a century is made accessible. Interested persons can obtain a systematic
overview on developments, trends, tendencies and turning points in the study of labour: When did
researchers discuss which topics in which way? The ITH volumes can serve well all those individuals
- students, activists, researchers — who wish to acquire knowledge about this history or even research
the history of this historiography.

3. The ITH volumes are hardly available in libraries or even by means of the modern antiquarian
book market, as they were for a long time published on the self-initiative of the ITH and their publi-
cation was primarily oriented towards the cooperation with the ITH member institutes respectively. In
other words, there has hardly been a regular sales distribution oriented towards the book market or
the international network of libraries. The volumes were only distributed irregularly via the bookselling
market and were not systematically purchased by libraries. Therefore, the online publishing fills a
major gap regarding the access to the ITH volumes.

4. The ITH has played and continues to play an important role in the development of the historiog-
raphy on labour and labour and other social movements, and regarding the institutionalization and
institutional support of the corresponding networks of researchers and activists. The annual ITH con-
ferences and their documentation by means of the conference proceedings have always constituted
the ITH’s central activity. Hence, the online publishing of the ITH volumes is to be understood as an
important element regarding the documentation of the ITH’s past and present as an institution of
significant relevance for the topic of labour and labour movements.

Susan Zimmermann, ITH President



Neuerscheinung: Band zur
ITH-Konferenz 2013

Wie bereits berichtet, entschied die ITH im Jahr
2013 zukinftig ausgewadhite Beitrage der
ITH-Konferenzen auf Englisch im Rahmen ei-
nes Peer-Review-Bandes in Kooperation mit dem
Verlag Brill herauszugeben. Im Mai 2015 er-
schien der erste Band dieser Serie Uber die 49.
Linzer Konferenz (2013) - herausgegeben von
Dirk Hoerder, Elise van Nederveen Meer-
kerk und Silke Neunsinger. Wir bedanken uns
herzlich bei den Herausgeberlnnen, allen Auto-
rinnen und dem Verlagshaus Brill, deren ge-
meinsame Anstrengungen die Herausgabe des
Bandes ermdglicht haben.

Towards a Global History of Domes-
tic and Caregiving Workers

Hrsg. von Dirk Hoerder, Elise van Nederveen
Meerkerk und Silke Neunsinger, Leiden: Brill
2015, 568 S., Taschenbuch: ISBN 978-90-04-
29329-8 (EUR 59.-), gebundene Ausgabe: ISBN
978-90-04-28013-7 (EUR 159.-)

Der Band erscheint in Kooperation mit der Inter-
national Conference of Labour and Social History
(ITH) und entstand infolge der 49. ITH-Konfe-
renz “Towards a Global History of Domestic Wor-
kers and Caregivers”, die von 12.-15. September
2013 in Linz stattfand.

Kostenloses Exemplar fiir ITH-Mitgliedsin-
stitute und Mitglieder des ITH-Vorstandes!

Auf Anfrage (ith@doew.at) senden wir Ihnen

Ihr Exemplar gerne zu oder Uberreichen es
Ihnen auf der ITH-Konferenz 2015 in Berlin.

Inhalt / Contents

New Release: Volume on the
ITH Conference 2013

As already announced, in 2013 the ITH decided
to publish selected conference contributions
in English within a peer-reviewed edition as
part of a cooperation with the publishing house
Brill. The first volume of this series on the
49t Linz Conference (2013) edited by Dirk Ho-
erder, Elise van Nederveen Meerkerk und
Silke Neunsinger, was published in May 2015.
We cordially thank the editors, all authors and
the publishing house Brill, whose combined ef-
forts have made the volume’s publication possi-
ble.

Towards a Global History of Domes-
tic and Caregiving Workers

Edited by Dirk Hoerder, Elise van Nederveen
Meerkerk und Silke Neunsinger, Leiden: Brill
2015, 568 pp, paperback: ISBN 978-90-04-
29329-8 (EUR 59.-), hardback: ISBN 978-90-
04-28013-7 (EUR 159.-)

The volume is published in co-operation with the
International Conference of Labour and Social
History (ITH) and arose out of the 49t ITH Con-
ference “Towards a Global History of Domestic
Workers and Caregivers”, held in Linz, 12-15
September 2013.

Free copy for ITH member institutes and
members of the ITH Board!

Upon request (ith@doew.at) we are welcome to
send you your copy or deliver it at the ITH Con-
ference 2015 in Berlin.

Domestic and caregiving work has been at the core of human existence throughout history. Poorly
paid or even unpaid, this work has been assigned to women in most societies and occasionally to men
often as enslaved, indentures, "adopted" workers. Societies and states set the discriminatory rules,
those employed develop strategies of resistance or self-protection (Part One). While some use domes-
tic service as training for their own future independent households, others are confined to it for life
and try to avoid damage to their identities (Part Two). Employment conditions are even worse in
colonizer-colonized dichotomies, in which the subalternized have to run the households of administra-
tors who believe they are running an empire (Part Three). A team of international scholars addresses
these issues globally with a deep historical background.

Domestic Workers of the World: Histories of Domestic Work as Global Labor History

Historians, Social Scientists, Servants and Domestic Workers: Fifty Years of Research on
Domestic and Care Work



Historical Perspectives on Domestic and Care-Giving Workers’ Migrations: A Global Ap-
proach

PART 1: Combining Work and Emotions: Strategies, Agency, Self-Assertion
Introduction: Combining Work and Emotions: Strategies, Agency, Self-Assertion

Slovenian Domestic Workers in Italy: A Borderlands Care Chain over Time

Ties that Bind: Localizing the Occupational Motivations that Drive Non-Union Affiliated Do-
mestic Workers in Salvador, Brazil

Maid-of-all-Work or Professional Nanny? The Changing Character of Domestic Work in
Polish Households, Eighteenth Century to the Present

Mutual Emotional Relations in Caregiving Work at the Turn of the Twenty-First Century:
Vietnamese Families and Czech Nannies-Grandmothers

Making the Personal Political: The First Domestic Workers’ Strike in Pune, Maharashtra

Ambivalence of Return Home: Revaluating Transnational Trajectories of Filipina Live-In Do-
mestic Workers and Caregivers in Toronto from 1970 to 2010

PART 2: Domestic Work in the Colonial Context: Race, Color, and Power in the Household

Introduction: Domestic Work in the Colonial Context: Race, Color, and Power in the House-
hold

Slavery, Servility, Service: The Cape of Good Hope, the Natal Colony, and the Witwaters-
rand, 1652-1914

The Servant Problem: African Servants the Making of European Domesticity in Colonial Tan-
ganyika

Imperial Divisions of Labor: Chinese Servants and Racial Reproduction in the White Settler
Societies of California and the Anglophone Pacific, 1870-1907

14

“"The Matter of Wages Does not Seem to be Material”: Native American Domestic Workers
Wages under the Outing System in the United States, 1880s-1930s

Who's in Charge, The Government, the Mistress, or the Maid? Tracing the History of Domes-
tic Workers in Southeast Asia

Migrant Domestic Work through the Lens of “Coloniality”: Narratives from Eritrean Afro-
Surinamese Women

PART 3: From Servitude to Domestic Service: The Role of International Bodies, States and
Elites for the Changing Conditions in Domestic Work between the 19th and 20th Century

From Servitude to Domestic Service: The Role of International Bodies, States and Elites for
Changing Conditions in Domestic Work Between the 19th and 20th Centuries. An Introduc-
tion



Reconfiguring Household Slavery in Twentieth Century Fes, Morocco

Child Slavery, Sex Trafficking or Domestic Work? The League of Nations and Its Analysis of
the Mui Tsai System

Domestic work in Cyprus, 1925-1955: Motivations, Working Conditions and the Colonial Le-
gal Framework

Employing Migrant Domestic Workers in Urban Yemen: A New Form of Social Distinction

What is "Domestic Service” Anyway? Producing Household Labourers in Austria (1918-
1938)

“The Problem of Domestic Service in Chile, 1924-1952"

Decent Work for Domestics: Feminist Organizing, Worker Empowerment, and the ILO

Verzeichnis aller ITH-Publikationen: Overview of all ITH publications:
http://www.ith.or.at/publ/publ index.htm http://www.ith.or.at/publ e/publ index e.htm

Bestellungen lieferbarer Bande richten Sie bitte Please send your order of available volumes to
an ith@doew.at. ith@doew.at.



1. Konferenz des European Labour History Network (ELHN)
14.-16. Dezember 2015, Turin (Italien)
Konferenzsprache: Englisch

Das European Labour History Network (ELHN) Iadt vom 14.-16. Dezember 2015 zu ihrer ersten Kon-
ferenz an der Universitat Turin ein. Die Konferenz wird von Stefano Musso (Prasident der Societa
Italiana di Storia del lavoro/SISLav) in Kooperation mit ISMEL-Torino ausgerichtet.

Das ELHN wurde im Oktober 2013 in Amsterdam als Netzwerk von HistorikerInnen, die sich schwer-
punktmaBig mit der Geschichte der Arbeit und ArbeiterInnen beschéaftigen, gegriindet, um Wissen-
schafterInnen aus verschiedenen institutionellen Zusammenhangen (Institute, Vereine, Archive,
Fachzeitschriften, Arbeitskreise, Einzelpersonen, usw.) zusammen zu bringen und als Dachverband
fur kleinere Arbeitsgruppen von spezifischen Themenschwerpunkten und Aufgaben zu fungieren.

Entsprechend den Beschliissen des Griindungstreffens des ELHN, wird die 1. Konferenz des Netz-
werks anders als vergleichbare wissenschaftliche Konferenzen strukturiert sein und wird auch die
Méglichkeit bieten, KollegInnen aus ganz Europa zu versammeln, um an gemeinsamen Projekten auf
dem Gebiet der europaischen Labour History zu arbeiten. Deshalb ist der Hauptteil der Konferenz
den ELHN-Arbeitsgruppen gewidmet, die ihr Programm im Rahmen der Konferenz autonom bestim-
men. Die einzelnen Arbeitsgruppen sind auch selbst flir die Gestaltung ihres Konferenzprogramms
verantwortlich. Im Folgenden stellen wir alle Call for Papers/Contributions der einzelnen Arbeitsgrup-
pen zur Verfigung.

Tagungsort
Campus Luigi Einaudi (CLE) der Universitat Turin

Lungo Dora Siena, 100
10153 Turin, Italien

Termin
Beginn: Montag, 14. Dezember 2015, ca. 11 Uhr
Ende: Mittwoch, 16. Dezember 2015, ca. 16 Uhr

Kontakt fiir allgemeine Informationen

Informationen lber die organisatorischen Details der Konferenz (Tagungsbeitrag, vorlaufiges Pro-
gramm, usw.) werden in den kommenden Monaten verdéffentlicht. Die Konferenzorganisatoren arbei-
ten an der Bereitstellung von kostenglinstigen Unterkiinften; weitere Informationen folgen im Sep-
tember 2015.

Sollten Sie die Konferenz besuchen wollen oder an weiteren Informationen Uber das ELHN interes-
siert sein, kontaktieren Sie bitte:

= Astrid Verburg (IISG): ave@iisg.nl
» Lukas Neissl (ITH): ith@doew.at

ELHN-Konferenz 2015: Call for Papers/Contributions
http://www.ith.or.at/ith/elhn conference working groups calls.pdf




1st Conference of the European Labour History Network

(ELHN)
14-16 December 2015, Turin (Italy)
Conference language: English

The European Labour History Network (ELHN) invites to its first conference from 14-16 December
2015 at the University of Turin facilitated and hosted by Stefano Musso (President of the Societa
Italiana di Storia del lavoro/SISLav - Italian Society of Labour History) in collaboration with ISMEL-
Torino.

The ELHN was founded in October 2013 in Amsterdam as a network of labour historians in order to
bring together scholars with different institutional backgrounds (institutes, associations, archives,
journals, study groups, individual researchers, etc.) and serve as an umbrella organization for
smaller working groups with specific topics and tasks.

In accordance with the decisions of the foundation meeting of the ELHN, the first conference of the
network will be structured differently to other comparable scholarly conferences and will also provide
the possibility to gather colleagues from all over Europe in order to work on specific common pro-
jects regarding European labour history. Therefore, the main part of the conference will be dedicated
to ELHN working groups that will themselves decide on their specific agenda during the conference.
The individual working groups are responsible for drafting their own agenda during the conference.
We are providing all call for papers/contributions of the individual working groups below.

Venue

Campus Luigi Einaudi (CLE) of the University of Turin
Lungo Dora Siena, 100

10153 Turin, Italy

Dates
Beginning: Monday, 14 December 2015, 11 am (approx.)
End: Wednesday, 16 December 2015, 4 pm (approx.)

Contact for general information

Information on the organisational details of the conference (conference fee, preliminary programme,
etc.) will be published within the upcoming months. The conference organisers are working on the
provision of cheap accommodation; further information to be provided in September 2015.

If you want to visit the conference or keep updated on the ELHN, please contact:

= Astrid Verburg (IISG): ave@iisg.nl
» Lukas Neissl (ITH): ith@doew.at

ELHN Conference 2015: Call for Papers/Contributions
http://www.ith.or.at/ith/elhn conference working groups calls.pdf




Grindung des Global Labour History Network (GLHN)

Mehr als 40 VertreterInnen von Forschungseinrichtungen der Labour History aus Asien, Afrika, Europa,
Nordamerika, Ozeanien und Stidamerika folgten einer Einladung von Marcel van der Linden und trafen
sich am 16. Juni 2015 im Vorfeld der III International Conference Strikes and Social Conflicts in
Barcelona, um Uber die Grindung eines globalen Netzwerks der Labour History zu beraten. Flr die
ITH nahmen David Mayer (ITH-Vizeprasident) und Lukas Neiss! (ITH-Generalsekretar) an dem Treffen
teil. Im Folgenden veréffentlichen wir das Leitbild des neu entstandenen globalen Netzwerks.

Das Global Labour History Network

Das Global Labour History Network (GLHN) wurde am 16. Juni 2015 als interdisziplindres Netzwerk
von HistorikerInnen und anderen SozialwissenschafterInnen in Barcelona gegriindet und vereint lo-
kale, regionale und nationale Forschungseinrichtungen, Fachzeitschriften, Archive und Museen, sowie
engagierte Einzelpersonen, die sich der Erforschung von Arbeit und ArbeiterInnen im weitesten Sinne
widmen. Wir sind an der Untersuchung von allen Formen der Arbeit in allen Weltgegenden ohne zeit-
liche Einschrankung interessiert: bezahlte und unbezahlte und freie und unfreie Arbeit genauso wie
Arbeit fir die soziale Reproduktion. Unser Forschungsgebiet umfasst alle ArbeiterInnen in Industrie
und Landwirtschaft, wie BergarbeiterInnen, FabrikarbeiterInnen, ArbeiterInnen in der Landwirtschaft
und HafenarbeiterInnen, ebenso wie SoldatInnen, Hausangestellte, SexarbeiterInnen und Sorgearbei-
terInnen. Nicht-Lohnarbeit - einschlieBlich von Sklaverei, verschiedener anderer Formen der Zwangs-
arbeit, Schuldknechtschaft und hauslicher Arbeit - ist ebenso von zentraler Bedeutung flr unseren
wissenschaftlichen Auftrag.

Das GLHN férdert Forschung, die Erfassung von Daten, den Austausch und die Mobilisierung von
Wissen und den Erhalt von Archiven und anderen historischen Materialien. Das Netzwerk unterstitzt
den Aufbau von transkontinentalen Arbeitsgruppen zu Themen wie beispielsweise freier und unfreier
Arbeit, Gender, Migration, koloniale Arbeit, Gewerkschaften und anderen Fragestellungen von breite-
rer Bedeutung. Das GLHN beabsichtigt auch, sobald die nétigen Mittel zur Verfligung stehen, die Or-
ganisation von globalen Konferenzen. Einzelpersonen kénnen dem Netzwerk beitreten, wenngleich sie
darin bestarkt werden, sich im Rahmen von existierenden Organisationen - die die Entscheidungs-
und Leitungsgremien des Netzwerks konstituieren werden - einzubringen.

Das provisorische Koordinationskomitee der GLHN besteht aus Babacar Fall (Senegal), Kazue Enoki
(Japan), Nicolas Ifiigo Carrera (Argentinien), Joan Sangster (Kanada), Raquel Varela (Portugal) und
Marcel van der Linden (Sprecher, Niederlande).

Kontakt:
Astrid Verburg, Internationales Institut flir Sozialgeschichte (IISG), Cruquiusweg 31, 1019 AT Ams-
terdam, Niederlande (ave@iisg.nl; Tel. +31 20 6685866).

Foundation of the Global Labour History Network (GLHN)

More than 40 representatives of labour history institutions from Asia, Africa, Europe, North America,
Oceania and South America accepted an invitation by Marcel van der Linden and met in Barcelona on
June 16, 2015 in the forefront of the III International Conference Strikes and Social Conflicts in order
to discuss on the foundation of a global network on labour history. The ITH was represented by David
Mayer (ITH Vice-President) and Lukas Neissl (ITH General Secretary). Below, we publish the mission
statement of the newly founded global network.

The Global Labour History Network: What it is and what it wants

The Global Labour History Network (GLHN) is an interdisciplinary network of historians and other social
scientists, founded in Barcelona on June 16, 2015. It unites local, national and regional scholarly
associations, journals, archives and museums, as well as committed individuals, who aspire to further
the study of work and workers in the broadest sense. We are interested in paid and unpaid, free and
unfree, productive and reproductive labour, in all areas of the globe and without temporal limitation.
While our mandate includes modern rural and industrial workers such as miners, factory operatives,



agricultural workers and dockers, it welcomes also those studying soldiers, domestic servants, sex
workers, and caregivers. Unwaged labour, including slavery, indentured workers, debt peons, and
homemakers are equally vital to our academic mandate.

The GLHN promotes research, the collection of data, the sharing and mobilization of knowledge, and
the preservation of archives and other historical materials. The network encourages the formation of
collaborative transcontinental working groups on topics such as, for example, free and unfree labour,
gender, migration, colonial labour, trade unions, or other issues of wider relevance. The GLHN also
envisages the organization of global conferences, as soon as resources make this possible. Individuals
may join, but are also encouraged to participate through existing organizations which will comprise
the governing body of the network.

The GLHN's provisional coordinating committee consists of Babacar Fall (Senegal), Kazue Enoki (Ja-
pan), Nicolas Ifiigo Carrera (Argentina), Joan Sangster (Canada), Raquel Varela (Portugal) and Marcel
van der Linden (convenor, The Netherlands).

Contact:
Astrid Verburg, International Institute of Social History (IISH), Cruquiusweg 31, 1019 AT Amsterdam,
The Netherlands (ave@iisg.nl; Tel. +31 20 6685866).



Nachruf: Feliks Tych (1929-2015)

Am 17. Februar 2015 starb mit Feliks Tych eine jener Personlichkeiten, die die ITH, die ,Internatio-
nale Tagung der Historiker der Arbeiterbewegung" (wie die International Conference of Labour and
Social History urspringlich hieB) und ihre jahrlichen Konferenzen in Linz am nachhaltigsten gepragt
haben.

Schon als DreiBigjahriger hatte Tych zu den international bekanntesten polnischen Historikern ge-
zahlt - ein Ruf, den er sich als Herausgeber der Briefe Rosa Luxemburgs an ihren Geliebten und po-
litischen Mitkéampfer Leo Jogiches erworben hatte (,Rdza Luksemburg, Listy do Leona Jogichesa-
Tyszki). Tych hatte in den spdten 1950er Jahren in einem Moskauer Archiv fast Tausend Briefe
Rosa Luxemburgs in polnischer Sprache gefunden, die er in einer kommentierten Edition zuganglich
machte. Dieses dreibandige Werk war Resultat eines erzwungenen mehrjahrigen ,,Sabbaticals" ge-
wesen: Im Zuge der antisemitischen Kampagne, die 1967 von der kommunistischen Flhrung initiiert
worden war, hatten ab Marz 1968 fast 20.000 als , Zionisten™ und ,fliinfte Kolonne" gebrandmarkte
Juden und Jidinnen die Volksrepublik Polen verlassen missen, die im Land Verbliebenen verloren
Arbeit und Funktionen; meist versuchten sie — wie Tych und seine Frau - sich als ,Freiberufler" Gber
Wasser zu halten. Allerdings war gegen Tych am 17. Mai 1968 eine Einschrdnkung der Reisefreiheit
wegen ,antisozialistischer Betatigung" von ,revisionistischen und zionistischen Positionen™ aus ver-
hangt worden. Die viel beachtete Briefedition bescherte Tych berufliche und persénliche Kontakte ins
westliche Ausland, zahlreiche KollegInnen zeigten sich von seiner Sachkenntnis und Integritat beein-
druckt, die Briefe erschienen 1971 in einer einbandigen deutschen und 1979 in einer englischen Aus-
gabe (,Comrade and Lover: Rosa Luxemburg’s Letters to Leo Jogiches").

Es war ein Bildungszentrum der oberdésterreichischen Arbeiterkammer - der Jagermayrhof auf dem
Freinberg Uber Linz - das zu jener ,Relais-Stelle™ wurde, die Tych insbesondere im deutschsprachi-
gen Raum bekannt machte. Die zahlreichen wahrend der Linzer Konferenzen geflihrten Diskussionen
ermdoglichten es Tych auch viele persdnliche Kontakte zu knlpfen. Fast jedes Jahr nahm Feliks Tych
im September an den Linzer Konferenzen der ITH teil. Mit seinen Stellungnahmen in den General-
versammlungen gelang es ihm immer wieder, maB3geblichen Einfluss auf die Themenfestsetzung
klUnftiger Linzer Konferenzen zu nehmen. Tych war unter jenen, die vehement gegen die Auflésung
der ITH eintraten, als diese nach der Beendigung des Kalten Krieges ihre urspriinglich wichtige dip-
lomatische Funktion im Wissenschaftsaustausch zwischen Ost und West verloren hatte. Fur die wei-
tere Entwicklung der ITH und die Wiederherstellung der Attraktivitat der Linzer Konferenzen war sein
Engagement von nicht zu unterschatzender Bedeutung.

Feliks Tych wurde am 31. Juli 1929 als neuntes Kind einer jldischen Familie in Warschau geboren.
Er wuchs im zentralpolnischen Radomsko auf, einer der altesten polnischen Stadte, an der ersten
Eisenbahnlinie Warschau-Wien gelegen. Sein Vater besal3 dort eine kleine Metallfabrik. Die Klein-
stadt war mehrheitlich jidisch gepragt, doch gab es auch eine polnische Volksschule, die Feliks be-
suchte. Radomsko, sechzig Kilometer hinter der damaligen deutsch-polnischen Grenze gelegen,
wurde nur drei Tage nach dem Uberfall Hitler-Deutschlands auf Polen im September 1939 durch die
Deutsche Wehrmacht besetzt. Am 20. Dezember richtete die deutsche Besatzungsverwaltung hier
das erste Ghetto im so genannten ,Generalgouvernement fiir die besetzten polnischen Gebiete" ein.
Bereits vor dem formellen Start der ,Aktion Reinhardt" im Juli 1942 begannen die deutschen Besat-
zer im Frihjahr 1942 mit der Auflésung der Ghettos im Generalgouvernement. Als Feliks Tychs El-
tern den Eindruck gewannen, dass eine Aktion gegen die Bewohner ihres Ghettos bevorstand, brach-
ten sie ihren 13-jahrigen Sohn Feliks im Sommer 1942 mit Hilfe eines nicht-jlidischen Bekannten
heimlich nach Warschau, wo er mit gefalschten Papieren als verwaister ,Neffe" einer polnischen
Gymnasiallehrerin Gberleben konnte. Tatsachlich wurde das Radomsker Ghetto am 9. Oktober 1942
liquidiert. Eltern und Geschwister Feliks Tychs wurden im Vernichtungslager Treblinka ermordet.

Nach der Befreiung studierte Tych zunachst in Warschau, dann in Moskau Geschichte, seine Dis-
sertation behandelte die Geschichte der SDKPIL (,,Sozialdemokratie im Kénigreich Polen und Li-
tauen“), das war der von Persdnlichkeiten Rosa Luxemburg, Leo Jogiches und Julian Marchlewski re-
prasentierte internationalistische Fliigel der polnischen Arbeiterbewegung im zaristischen Russland.
1960 habilitierte er sich in Warschau mit einer Arbeit zum Thema , Die Linke in der Polnisch-Sozialis-
tischen Partei (PPS) im Ersten Weltkrieg". Sein Engagement fiir die wissenschaftliche Erforschung
der Geschichte der Arbeiterbewegung und sein Organisationstalent hatten sich schon 1957 gezeigt,



als es ihm gelungen war, das Institut fir Geschichte beim Zentralkomitee der Arbeiterpartei zur Her-
ausgabe der ersten polnischen wissenschaftlichen Vierteljahresschrift flir Sozialgeschichte und Ge-
schichte der Arbeiterbewegung zu bewegen: ,Z Pola Walki* (,Vom Felde des Kampfes").

1968 verlor Tych seine Dozentenstelle am Institut fir Geschichte der Polnischen Akademie der
Wissenschaften und wurde aus allen wissenschaftlichen Gremien, denen er angehdérte, ,,gesaubert®,
kurze Zeit spater sogar als Chefredakteur seiner eigenen Zeitschrift abgesetzt. Auch seine Frau
Lucyna wurde damals von ihrem Posten als Theaterregisseurin verdrangt. Tychs Frau war die Toch-
ter des Altkommunisten und zeitweiligen Geheimdienstchefs Jakub Berman, der nach dem XX. Par-
teitag der KPdSU als einer der Schuldigen fiir die ,Irrtimer und Fehler der Stalin-Ara® aus der Polni-
schen Arbeiterpartei ausgeschlossen worden war. Tych gab aber nicht auf und setzte - als nunmehr
Lfreier Schriftsteller® — mit Hochdruck seine Arbeit an der eingangs erwahnten Rosa-Luxemburgs-
Edition fort.

Nach Abebben der antisemitischen Welle wurde Tych 1970 zum auBerordentlichen Professor er-
nannt, fand 1971 eine Anstellung im Archiv des Zentralkomitees der Polnischen Arbeiterpartei und
wurde schlieBlich 1982 ordentlicher Professor fiir Geschichtswissenschaft. 1973 (ibernahm Tych die
Leitung des Archiwum ruchu robotniczego (,,Archiv der Arbeiterbewegung") genannten Editionspro-
jekts, das schlieBlich elf Bande aus polnischen und sowjetischen Archivbestdanden umfasste. Ein be-
sonderes Anliegen war Tych das 1978 begonnene Slownik biograficzny dzialaczy polskiego ruchu ro-
botniczego (,Biographisches Wérterbuch der polnischen Arbeiterbewegung"), das allerdings wegen
der politischen Umbriiche nur bis 1992 (bis zum Buchstaben ,K") erscheinen konnte. Die Besonder-
heit des Slownik biograficzny bestand in der Gleichbehandlung aller Richtungen innerhalb der polni-
schen Arbeiterbewegung, am Heikelsten erwies sich aber die Umsetzung des Anspruchs, alle zur
Verfligung stehenden Lebensdaten aufzuzdahlen, weil damit in einem ,offizidsen™ Werk erstmals auf
die Verfolgungsgeschichte zur Zeit des stalinistischen Terrors ausfihrlich und detailliert eingegangen
wurde.

Nach seiner Pensionierung 1996 wurde Feliks Tych mit der Leitung des Warschauer ZIH (Zydowski
Instytut Historyczny, ,Judisches Historisches Institut™) betraut, dessen Direktor er elf Jahre lang
war. Zu den Themen, mit denen sich Tych in diesen Jahren auseinandersetzte, zahlten die Anféange
der Holocaust-Forschung durch jlidische Dokumentationsprojekte in der unmittelbaren Nachkriegs-
zeit, sowie das Schicksal jener Hunderttausender polnischer Jidinnen und Juden, die 1939-1941 in
die sowjetisch besetzten Gebiete Polens (die ,Kresy") geflohen waren. Ein Resultat dieser Tatigkeit
war der 2006 von Tych mitherausgegebene Band Widzialem aniola smierci. Losy deportowanych
Zydow polskich w ZSRR w latach II wojny swiatowej (,,Ich habe den Todesengel gesehen. Schicksale
der im Zweiten Weltkrieg in der UdSSR deportierten polnischer Juden®), eine Sammlung von Zeug-
nissen des Ministeriums flir Information und Dokumentation der polnischen Exilregierung in den Jah-
ren 1942-1943. Im Jahre 2008 erschien Tychs Aufsatz “The Emergence of Holocaust Research in Po-
land: The Jewish Historical Commission and the Jewish Historical Institute (ZIH), 1944-1989”. Aus-
gehend von diesen Forschungen beteiligte sich Feliks Tych auch an den Planungen des
Dokumentationsarchivs des 6sterreichischen Widerstandes und der dsterreichischen Forschungs-
stelle Nachkriegsjustiz, eine kommentierte Ubersetzung des 1947 in der Schriftenreihe des ZIH er-
schienenen Hauptverhandlungsprotokolls des Prozesses gegen den Kommandanten des KZ Plaszow,
den Osterreicher Amon Leopold Géth, vor dem Obersten Volkstribunal in Krakau herauszubringen.

Tychs ,,Abschiedsgeschenk™ an die ITH war der seit 2008/2009 wiederholt unternommene Versuch
einer Gesamtschau auf das, was er den ,zivilisatorischen Beitrag" der Arbeiterbewegung zur
menschlichen Entwicklung nannte, gerade auch in dem von Eric Hobsbawm als ,Zeitalter der Ext-
reme" apostrophierten 20. Jahrhundert. Tychs Argumentation war, dass der Einfluss (er liebte in
diesem Zusammenhang das englische Wort impact) der Arbeiterbewegung auf das historische Ge-
schehen sehr viel breiter war als es eine Sichtweise nahe legt, die ausschlieBlich auf den Staat (die
kommunistische Diktatur bzw. den sozialdemokratischen Wohlfahrtsstaat) fokussiert. Feliks Tychs
Vorschlag wurde schlieBlich in modifizierter Form angenommen, der Titel der 48. Linzer Konferenz
(September 2012) lautete: ,Interventionen: Soziale und kulturelle Entwicklung durch Arbeiterbewe-
gungen®.

Winfried R. Garscha (Wien)



Obituary: Feliks Tych (1929-2015)

Feliks Tych died on 17 February 2015 and with him one of the personalities that had a most formative
influence on the “Internationale Tagung der Historiker der Arbeiterbewegung” (ITH) (as the Interna-
tional Conference of Labour and Social History was originally called).

Already at the age of 30 Tych was among the internationally most well-known Polish historians - a
reputation he had gained as editor of Rosa Luxemburg’s letters to her comrade and lover Leo Jogiches
(“Réza Luksemburg, Listy do Leona Jogichesa-Tyszki"). In the late 1950’s, Tych found almost thou-
sand letters of Rosa Luxemburg in Polish language in a Moscow archive, he later made available in an
annotated edition. This three-volume oeuvre was the result of an imposed “sabbatical” of several
years: In the wake of the anti-Semitic campaign that the communist leadership started off in 1967,
almost 20.000 Jews denounced as “Zionists” and “fifth column” had to leave the Polish People’s Re-
public; those who stayed in the country lost jobs and positions and in most cases tried - as did Tych
and his wife - to keep afloat as “freelancers”. However, on 17 May 1968 Tych’s freedom of travel was
restricted due to the “anti-socialist pursuit” of “revisionist and Zionist positions”. The much-noticed
edition of letters brought Tych professional and personal contacts into the West; many colleagues
were impressed by his expertise and integrity. The letters were published in 1971 in a single-volume
German edition and in 1979 in an English edition (“*Comrade and Lover: Rosa Luxemburg’s Letters to
Leo Jogiches").

It was an educational centre of the Upper Austrian Chamber of Labour - the Jdgermayrhof on the
Freiberg over Linz - that became the “relay station” that made Tych known especially in the German-
speaking area. The numerous discussions during the Linz Conferences also allowed Tych to establish
many personal contacts. Almost every year in September Feliks Tych participated in the ITH’s Linz
Conferences. By his statements in the general assemblies, he time and again succeeded in having a
decisive influence on the thematic orientation of future Linz Conferences. Tych was amongst those
who vehemently opposed the dissolution of the ITH after the institution had lost its originally important
diplomatic function in the scientific exchange between East and West upon the end of the Cold War.
His dedication cannot be underestimated for the further development of the ITH and the renewal of
the attractiveness of the Linz Conferences.

Feliks Tych was born on 31 July 1929 as the ninth child of a Jewish family in Warsaw. He grew up in
Radomsko in central Poland — one of the oldest Polish cities, located on the first railway line Warsaw-
Vienna. His father owned a small metal factory in the city. The small town was predominately Jewish,
but there was also a Polish primary school that Tych attended. Radomsko, 60 kilometres behind the
German-Polish border of that time, was occupied by the German Wehrmacht only three days after the
German invasion of Poland in September 1939. Here, on 20 December, the German occupation ad-
ministration established the first ghetto in the so-called “General Government for the Occupied Polish
Territories”. Even before the formal start of the “Operation Reinhardt” in July 1942, the German oc-
cupiers began with the liquidation of the ghettos in the General Government in the spring of 1942. As
Feliks Tych’s parents suspected that actions against the residents of their ghetto were approaching,
they secretly brought their 13-year-old son Feliks to Warsaw with the help of a non-Jewish friend in
the summer of 1942. In Warsaw Feliks could survive with fake documents as the orphan “nephew” of
a Polish secondary-school teacher. Indeed, the Radomsko Ghetto was liquidated on 9 October 1942.
Feliks Tych’s parents and siblings were murdered in the Treblinka extermination camp.

After the liberation Tych studied history in Warsaw, then in Moscow. His dissertation dealt with the
history of the SDKPIL (“Social Democracy of the Kingdom of Poland and Lithuania”) - the internation-
alist wing of the Polish labour movement in Tsarist Russia represented by Rosa Luxemburg, Leo
Jogiches and Julian Marchlewski. In 1960 he habilitated in Warsaw with a work on the left-wing within
the Polish Socialist Party during World War I. His commitment for the scientific investigation of the
history of the labour movement and his organisational talent had already became apparent in 1957,
when he succeeded in convincing the Institute of History at the Central Committee of the Polish United
Worker’s Party to publish the first scientific Polish quarterly on social and labour history: “Z Pola Walki"
(“From the Battlefield”).

In 1968, Tych lost his lectureship at the Institute of History of the Polish Academy of Science and
was “purged” from all scientific bodies. A short time afterwards he was even removed as executive
editor of his own journal. Also his wife Lucyna was ousted from her appointment as theatre director.



Tych’s wife was the daughter of the old communist and temporary head of the intelligence service
Jakub Berman, who was expelled from the Polish United Workers’ Party as one of the guilty for the
fallacies and errors of the Stalin-era after the 20™ Congress of the CPSU. However, Tych did not
surrender and continued - henceforth as “freelance author” - his intensive work on the earlier men-
tioned Rosa Luxemburg edition.

After the anti-Semitic wave faded away, Tych was appointed associate professor in 1970, got em-
ployed at the archive of the Central Committee of the Polish United Worker’s Party in 1971 and became
full professor for history in 1982. In 1973, Tych assumed the editorship of the publishing project
“Archiwum ruchu robotniczego” (“Archives of the Labour Movement”) that eventually comprised
eleven volumes from Polish and Soviet archives. Tych was particularly committed to the “Sfownik
biograficzny dziataczy polskiego ruchu robotniczego™ (“Biographical Dictionary of Polish Labour Move-
ment Activists”) started in 1978. Due to the political upheavals, however, the dictionary could only be
published until 1992 (as far as the letter “K”). The singularity of the Stownik biograficzny was the
equal treatment of all tendencies within the Polish labour movement. Realizing the aspiration to list
all available biographical data turned out to be the project’s most delicate aspect, since a “semi-offical”
work for the first time extensively and in detail addressed the history of persecution during the time
of Stalinist terror.

After his retirement in 1996, Feliks Tych was entrusted with running the Warsaw ZIH (Zydowski
Instytut Historyczny, “Jewish Historical Institute”) and remained its director for eleven years. In these
years, Tych’s research included the beginnings of Holocaust research initiated by Jewish documenta-
tion projects in the immediate post-war years as well as the fate of the hundreds of thousands of
Jews, who in 1939-1941 had fled to the Soviet-occupied territories of Poland (the “Kresy”). The volume
Widziatem Aniota Smierci. Losy deportowanych Zydéw polskich w ZSRR w latach II wojny swiatowej
(“I saw the angel of death: experiences of Polish Jews deported to the USSR during World War I1”) -
testimonies collected in 1943-1944 by the Ministry of Information and Documentation of the Polish
Government in Exile — co-edited by Tych in 2006 was among the results of this work. In 2008, Tych’s
article “The Emergence of Holocaust Research in Poland. The Jewish Historical Commission and the
Jewish Historical Institute (ZIH), 1944-1989" was published. Based on this research, Feliks Tych also
participated in the plans of the Documentation Centre of Austrian Resistance (DOW) and the Austrian
Research Agency for Post-War Justice (FStN) to publish a commented translation of the minutes of
the trial against the commandant of the concentration camp Ptaszéw, the Austrian Amon Leopold
Goth, at the Supreme National Tribunal in Cracow that was originally published by the Jewish Historical
Institute.

Tych’s “farewell gift” to the ITH was his repeatedly undertaken attempt since 2008/2009 of an over-
view of what he called “civilizational contribution” of the labour movement to human development;
especially during the 20" century apostrophised by Eric Hobsbawm as “the age of extremes”. Tych
argued that the impact (and he truly loved the English word in this context) of the labour movement
on historical events was much broader than a notion focussing exclusively on the state (the Communist
dictatorship and the Social Democratic welfare state respectively) would suggest. Feliks Tych’s pro-
posal was finally adopted in a modified form: The title of the 48™ Linz Conference (September 2012)
was: “Interventions: The Impact of Labour Movements on Social and Cultural Development”.

Winfried R. Garscha (Vienna)

Translated from German by Lukas Neissl



Neuerscheinungen und Ankiindigungen / Recent Publica-
tions and Announcements

Folgende Veréffentlichungen bzw. Ankindigungen sind uns mit der Bitte zugegangen, sie im Rundbrief zu annon-
cieren / We have been asked to publish the following announcements in our newsletter:

AutorInnenkollektiv Loukanikos (Hg.): History is unwritten. Linke Geschichtspolitik und
kritische Wissenschaft. Ein Lesebuch, Miinster: edition assemblage 2015, 400 S., ISBN 978-3-
942885-77-5, EUR 19,80.-

In History is unwritten diskutieren historisch For-
schende, Autor*innen, Kiinstler*innen und poli-
tische Initiativen in 25 Wortmeldungen, wie ein
emanzipatorischer Umgang mit Geschichte
heute aussehen kénnte.

Ob Kolonialismus im Kasten oder Tranen in der
Wissenschaft, ob Rosa Luxemburg oder Sub-

oder Kampfen und Zweifeln - zusammen erge-
ben die Beitrage einen vielfaltigen Eindruck von
einer Linken, die sich um die Vergangenheit
scheren muss, wenn sie etwas von der Zukunft
will.

Die Publikation ist die erweiterte Dokumentation
der gleichnamigen Konferenz in Berlin im De-

comandante Marcos, ob Ausgraben und Erinnern zember 2013.

Ausschreibung Forschungsstipendien 2015 des ,,Edith Saurer Fonds zur
Forderung geschichtswissenschaftlicher Projekte"

Der ,Edith Saurer Fonds zur Férderung geschichtswissenschaftlicher Projekte™ wurde von der an der
Universitat Wien lehrenden und 2011 verstorbenen Universitatsprofessorin Edith Saurer gegriindet
und mit finanziellen Mitteln ausgestattet. Er vergibt ab 2013 in jedem Jahr an einen/eine oder
mehrere Antragstellerinnen ein einmaliges Forschungsstipendium in der Hohe zwischen € 5.000,--
und € 20.000,--.

Die Ausschreibung richtet sich an in- und auslandische promovierte WissenschafterInnen.

Gefordert werden Forschungsprojekte mit dem Focus auf folgende Kriterien:
= Fragen sozialer Ungleichheit in einem breiten Zusammenhang unter den Aspekten
von Geschlecht, Klasse, Lebensstil, Ethnizitat und Religionszugehoérigkeit
» schwerpunktmaBig Europa von der friithen Neuzeit bis ins 20. Jahrhundert
= komparative und internationale Studien

Das Forschungsstipendium wird fiir noch nicht abgeschlossene Projekte vergeben, das heiBt, die ein-
gereichte Arbeit darf noch nicht fertig gestellt sein. Das Forschungsstipendium ist projektgebunden.

Nicht geférdert werden Ausstellungen, Veranstaltungen, Reisekosten (Fahrten, Aufenthalte) und
Ahnliches. Die BewerberInnen verpflichten sich mit der Einreichung, dass ihre Arbeit innerhalb der
im Antrag vorgesehenen Frist abgeschlossen wird. In der Regel sollte dies ein Jahr nicht tGberschrei-
ten. Die Auszahlung des Forschungs-stipendiums erfolgt nach der Zuerkennung durch den wissen-
schaftlichen Beirat und der Preisverleihung.

Jedes der eingereichten Projekte wird von mindestens zwei Mitgliedern des Wissenschaftlichen Bei-
rates beurteilt. Die Zuerkennung einer Férderung und die Hohe der Férderungsmittel beschlieBt der
Wissenschaftliche Beirat. Der Rechtsweg ist ausgeschlossen.

Weitere Informationen entnehmen Sie den flir die BewerberInnen bindenden Kriterien des Wissen-
schaftlichen Beirates auf der Website www.edithsaurerfonds.at.

Bewerbungen in deutscher und englischer Sprache sind vom 1. Juli 2015 bis 30. Septem-
ber 2015 nur online auf der Website www.edithsaurerfonds.at moéglich.



Nach der Registrierung und Ausflllen der Bewerbungsvorlage gibt es die Mdglichkeit eine (einzige)
Datei (im Format MS-Word oder PDF) hochzuladen, deren Dateiname der Familienname und Vor-
name der/des Bewerbers/in tragt und die detaillierten Angaben in folgender Reihenfolge zu enthal-
ten hat:

1.) Titel, Beschreibung und Methodik des Forschungsvorhabens (rd. 20 Seiten) sowie Informa-
tionen Uber den Stand bisheriger Vorarbeiten, inkl. Quellen- und Literaturverzeichnis und eines
Zeit- und Arbeitsplans;

2.) Angaben Uber evt. bereits gewdhrte Stipendien und (Forderungs-)Preise von anderen Insti-
tutionen, sowie

3.) ein Lebenslauf, aus dem die persénlichen und beruflichen Verhaltnisse der Bewerberin / des Be-
werbers und der akademische Abschluss (Ph.D.) ersichtlich sind.

Riickfragehinweis:
Geschaftsfiihrung Edith Sauer Fonds zur Férderung geschichtswissenschaftlicher Projekte
Tel: +43 (0)1 501 65 - 2333; Mail: edithsaurerfonds@akwien.at

Call for Papers
International Rosa Luxemburg Conference 2015 in Seoul, Korea
‘Socialism in Asia and Europe’

Sungkonghoe University
Seoul, Korea
27-28 November 2015

The organizing committee is pleased to announce the Call for Papers for International Rosa Luxemburg
Conference 2015 in Seoul, Korea. The Conference will be held from 27 to 28 in November, 2015, at
the Sungkonghoe University, Seoul, Korea.

Dates: 27-28 November 2015

Location: Sungkonghoe University, Seoul, Korea
Call for Papers Deadline: 25 August, 2015.
Website: http://www.ieas21.or.kr/rosa2015

All Inquiries to: rosaseoul2015@gmail.com
Keynote Speakers: to be determined

Organizing Committee:

Narihiko Ito, International Rosa Luxemburg Society

Won-Dam Paik, Institute for East Asian Studies, Sungkonghoe University, Korea
Mi-Ran Kim, Institute for East Asian Studies, Sungkonghoe University, Korea
Gui-Yeon Jang, Institute for Social Sciences, Gyeongsang National University, Korea
Nam-Suk Ha, Institute for East Asian Studies, Sungkonghoe University, Korea
Gwang-Seok Yeon, Institute for East Asian Studies, Sungkonghoe University, Korea

Sponser: National Research Foundation of Korea
The Conference Theme: Socialism in Asia and Europe

International Rosa Luxemburg Conference 2015 will be held in Seoul, Korea from 27 to 28 November
2015. Succeeding the thought and practice of Rosa Luxemburg, the conference is designed as a venue
through which practical plans for alternative society in the 215t century will be discussed. We will
engage ourselves in historically and geographically pluralistic conversations of socialism, which had
had worldwide significance in the 20" century from the perspective of history, of thought, and of
movement.

As the title ‘Socialism in Asia and Europe’ suggests, the conference, while framing itself to specific
problematic, will reflect on socialism. Such a problematic base is that socialist practices actually had
been forgotten or lost in the epistemological frame of the homogenized space and time; simultane-
ously, these practices had been employed as a subjective resistance to the globalization of capital. It



is precisely from the context of this problematic base that the practice of those outstanding European
socialist thinkers including Rosa Luxemburg were developed, in order to overcome the concrete and
real contradiction encountered by European people (also the people of the world deducted from that
afterward). Nevertheless, in the historical process of the 20t century, epistemologically, the practice
of socialism in Europe had not had the other--the Third World--as its referent point. This absence of
the other had therefore constituted the ways in which Europe could not understand the historical
meanings of its own socialist practice. Therefore, without any mediation by taking the other as its
point of reference, European practice of socialism had been universalized via self-abstraction in the
world. Eventually, not only in Europe but also in the Third World, the knowledge and theory of social-
ism had failed to be succeeded as a knowledge/thought resource that establishes an organic relation-
ship with the practice of socialism.

At the same time, socialist practice in Asia and the Third World had undergone the same fate. Standing
against the capitalist globalization, socialism in Asia has drawn its own trajectory by striving to protect
and improve people’s living conditions. It had its historical root and base, while undergoing many trials
and errors. Nevertheless, the history of civil wars and the Cold War had resulted in historical rupture
and regional splits, and hence the organic unity of socialist theory and practice had been endangered.
Therefore, the formation of the subject for social transformation had been impeded as well. Inter-
generation rupture in thought and movement, and regional-global division system formed via civil
wars and the Cold War, are concretely expressive of the present crisis and impasse. Therefore, over-
coming ruptured history and restoring regional internationalism can provide the possibility to break
through the present crisis by dialectical interactions. In other words, each social community can rec-
ognize and problematize the site and the formation of historical rupture through regional internation-
alist interactions; at the same time, re-historicizing critical traditions of each community can give an
impetus to regional internationalism. We expect that the model of reunification of theory and practice
for the 215t century could be devised through the process of dialectics aforesaid. Ultimately, this is a
kind of trial to reconsider the condition of the universality from below.

In this venue of conference discussion, ‘Europe’ and ‘Asia’ will be transformed and referred to as the
field of interacting relationship. Especially, ‘Socialism’ existed not only as theory, but also as a concrete
practice for realizing an alternative society in the 20th century. Therefore, estimating and evaluating
them based on the concrete history of socialism could be the first step to overcome the present im-
passe at least in the intellectual domain.

In the coming conference, we will discuss and submit the prospect for an alternative society in the
215t century. ‘Runaway capitalism’ with the crisis of socialist movement unsolved has largely deepened
the exploitation of the people of the world, while capitalism would eventually confront its internal
crisis. At this time, necessity and request for constructing socialist alternative society are reviving,
even if such a request has been regarded as old-fashioned. Under this situation, the conference in-
tends to provide an opportunity to critically review ‘socialism’ in Asia and Europe from the perspective
of regional internationalism. Additionally, the conference attempts to re-acknowledge the aftermath
of generational rupture and regional splits; from the perspective of thought, movement, and historical
structure, it endeavors to grope for the intellectual task of Socialism in Asia.

Broad Themes and Sessions include:

1. Appropriation of Rosa Luxemburg in Asia

2. Contemporary meanings of Rosa Luxemburg in the neo-liberal era.
3. Alternative society models and the 21st century socialism

4. Thought and movement of socialism in Asia

5. Historical structure of socialism in Asia: colonialism, civil war, Cold War and division system
Notes for participants
1. The Conference will accept individual papers only.

Deadline for submissions: August 25, 2015, only through e-mail to rosaseoul2015@gmail.com
Result will be announced on Aug 31, 2015




2. The organizing committees of the conference will review the proposals and select the best ones.
Papers and sessions will be rearranged when necessary after submission of abstracts.

3. Language: The conference languages will be English and Korean with simultaneous translation.

4. As a general rule, conference participants will raise their own funding to join. We encourage all
students and faculties to find their own travel fund where and if possible.

5. Limited funding will be available to support partial travel/accommodation for selected proposals
from developing countries. Applications for funding support must be submitted with the proposal. The
application should include paper title, abstract, short autobiographical information and projected budg-
ets in details (airfare and accommodation). Recommendation letters are welcome though not compul-
sory. The committee will NOT consider incomplete applications.

Call for Papers
Chronologies of ‘Labour’: a Global Perspective

International Workshop, 22-23 January 2016, V.V. Giri National Labour Institute, NOIDA,
India

M.S. Merian International Centre for Advanced Studies "Metamorphoses of the Political”
(MICAS:MP)
Association of Indian Labour Historians (AILH)

The political metamorphoses of the long twentieth century saw the rise and demise of ‘labour’ as a
political category the world over. While the ‘social question’ began to be framed as a ‘labour’ question
in some regions of the world from the late nineteenth century onwards, this development had come
to affect large parts of the globe and assume a new quality about half a century later. By the mid-
twentieth century, ‘the worker’ served as a paradigmatic figure across the political spectrum and
‘labour’ emerged as a rallying cry in cultural and aesthetic movements. The employment relationships
of a variably defined ‘core’ section of the workforce were seen as the fulcrum of the state’s social
policies, which were increasingly perceived as an essential prop and property of the redefined or
incipient nation state. Fascist Italy, wartime and postwar Britain, state socialist Eastern Europe, French
colonies in Africa, social democratic Sweden, Peronist Argentina and Nehruvian India all serve as
instances of this polymorphic trend. In the process, ideas of political regulation, such as tripartism
and corporativism, were circulated, adapted and remoulded on a transnational scale.

Since the 1980s, in an uneven and as yet incomplete process, trade unions have faced crises and
erstwhile labour parties have, more often than not, shifted their social constituency. Academics have
proclaimed ‘the end of work’, while artists have aestheticized ‘labour’ as a relic of an archaic, marginal
if fascinatingly ugly world. Social policy remains a key area of governance, but the historical connec-
tions between labour and citizen rights appear broken in most national and trans-national contexts
though parts of Latin America seem to offer a divergent scenario. Even so, labour ‘reform’ today
almost universally signifies retrenchment, ‘informalization’, and ‘precarity’, where earlier it signalled
rights to and at work. In the mid-twentieth century, the political visibility of ‘core workforces’, of those
covered by labour law and welfare schemes, often exceeded their demographic presence by far. This
relative over-visibility of a section of the workforce was replaced towards the end of the century by a
relative under-visibility of ‘labour’ at large. ‘Labour’, according to hegemonic discourse, had either
exhausted itself or revealed its ineptitude as a source of ‘authentic’ social identification receding into
the objectified and apolitical status of a ‘factor of production’ and of a target of technocratic social
engineering.

In our own time, the historical limitations of both narratives - the ‘forward march of labour’ and the
‘end of work’ — have become more apparent. So have the ways in which they have coloured and
encumbered studies of labour in recent decades. If labourist narratives of the mid-twentieth century
appeared to follow divergent, but uniformly predetermined historical paths, the workers of the early
twenty-first century seem to be going nowhere: effectively, they are often represented as people
without history. This workshop attempts to transcend the debilitating alternative of teleology versus
ahistoricity by drawing on a growing body of recent writings that reconstruct the multiple chronologies
of ‘labour’ as a political category across the globe. Thereby another gap in historiography is also



addressed: For while the end of an age of ‘labour’ has sometimes been announced as a global phe-
nomenon, the study of labour-centred social policies has been confined typically to analysis at the
national level, and compared mostly within the North Atlantic region. This has largely obscured the
complex articulation of global entanglements, the impact of asynchronicity and countervailing tenden-
cies, and the forces that reproduce heterogeneity among the world’s labour regimes.

The workshop seeks to bring together an interdisciplinary group of younger as well as experienced
scholars from both the social and historical sciences in order to compare notes with regard to the
temporal dynamics of ‘labour’ as a political category in the course of the long twentieth century. Such
transregional comparisons, it is hoped, will permit to rehistoricize ‘labour’ by tracing convergences
and divergences in its chronologies. We invite contributions based on original research that examine
crucial transformations of ‘labour’ as a political category in one specific context, the appropriation or
adaptation of certain transnational political discourses to specific labour regimes or compare such
processes in more than one context. On this basis, we intend to initiate a discussion on a broad range
of larger research questions:

= To what extent does a comparison of the chronologies of labour politics across the globe sus-
tain the notion of the twentieth century as an ‘age of the working class’ (Therborn) that drew
to a close in the final quarter of that century? Can we postulate this as a general tendency, or
are the patterns less synchronous, and perhaps even divergent?

* How do we explain the ambiguity and multiplicity of the terms currently used to describe the
worldwide polarization of labour relations that are distinguished by differential levels of state
regulation and social protection? Why are conceptualizations of the division between ‘core’
and ‘peripheral’ workforces (such as the binaries ‘informal’/’formal’, ‘regular’/'precarious’ or
‘standard’/’substandard’) simultaneously plausible and fuzzy, connected and inconsistent, an-
alytically both unsatisfactory and hard to avoid? Can the terminological quandary be under-
stood as the offshoot of an incomplete process that has ‘politicized’ and ‘depoliticized’ the la-
bour question in particular ways?

» How has the definition of ‘labour’ as a political category been linked, in different socio-spatial
and temporal contexts, to processes of defining citizenship, the role of law in regulating social
relations of production and the nature of the state?

* How is the transformation of migration regimes in the course of the long twentieth century
linked to political redefinitions of ‘labour’? What are the political implications of the tendency
to predominantly conceptualize workers in terms of ‘ethnicity’ or as ‘migrants’? How have
such redefinitions been expressed in the interrelation of migration law and labour law? How
have they fed into xenophobic political mobilizations?

= Can a global comparison of processes of the politicization and depoliticization of ‘labour’ shed
new light on changing regimes of capitalist accumulation, labour processes and strategies of
coping with crisis? How are overall tendencies of technological change, labour management
and of spatial reorganisation of production articulated politically in various labour regimes?

= How did redefinitions of ‘labour’ as a political category as expressed in processes of formali-
zation/informalization impact on life courses, gender roles and household patterns of workers
in global comparison?

= Does a comparative perspective on the chronologies of ‘labour’ as a political category yield
new insights into convergent or divergent tendencies with regard to labour conflict and mili-
tancy?

This workshop is convened, in cooperation with the Association of Indian Labour Historians (AILH), by
the Research Module 'Labour as a Political Category’ on behalf of the newly established and New-
Delhi-based M.S. Merian International Centre of Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences and
Humanities (micas-mp.org). The Research Module is coordinated by Ravi Ahuja (Géttingen), Rana
Behal (Delhi), Sharit Bhowmik (Mumbai), Andreas Eckert (Berlin), Chitra Joshi (Delhi), Nicole
Mayer-Ahuja (Géttingen), Prabhu Mohapatra (Delhi), Christoph Scherrer (Kassel), Aditya Sarkar
(Warwick), Marcel van der Linden (Amsterdam) and Willem van Schendel (Amsterdam).

Proposals for papers (including an abstract of maximum 1,000 words) should be emailed to Prof. Ravi
Ahuja, Centre for Modern Indian Studies, Géttingen, rahujal @gwdg.de by 1 September 2015. The
selection will be concluded by 15 September. The papers are to be submitted electronically by 15
December.




